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Mayo Clinic history/heritage books  
Recommended resources 

8/30/2023 
 
The titles listed below represent a curated but not comprehensive cross-section of books about  
Mayo Clinic history, heritage, culture and values. Some of these books may be available from various 
stores, online retailers, libraries or other sources.  
 

Copyright 
Year Title Author(s) 

 
 

Publisher 

2023 
Life at High G-Force: The Quest of 

 Mayo Clinic Researcher Dr. Earl H. Wood E. Andrew Wood 

 
 
Mayo Clinic Press 

2023 
When Winter Came: A Country Doctor’s 

Journey to Fight the Flu Pandemic of 1918 
Mary Beth Sartor 
Obermeyer 

 
 
Mayo Clinic Press 

2022 
Taking Flight 

The Peregrine Falcons of Mayo Clinic 
Matthew Dacy, Jacquelyn 
Fallon, Jeanne Klein 

 
 
Mayo Clinic Press 

2021 
Gifts of Her Spirit: 

Poems by Sister Mary Brigh Cassidy 

Sister Lauren Weinandt 
and Jane K. Campion 
(editors) 

 
 
Mayo Clinic Press 

2021 
Rochester Stories: 
A Med City History Paul D. Scanlon, M.D. 

 
 
The History Press 

2020 

Science is an Act of Love: 
Giancarlo Rastelli, a cardiac surgeon with a 

passion for mankind 

Gerardo Vito Lo Russo, 
M.D., Giovanni Lucertini, 
M.D., Andrea Pace, 
Veronica Sandroni, M.D., 
Antonella Rastelli, M.D. 

 
 
 
 
Itaca 

2020 Art & Healing at Mayo Clinic Matthew D. Dacy (editor) 

 
 
Mayo Clinic Press 

2020 
Why We Revolt: A Patient Revolution for 

Careful and Kind Care Victor M. Montori 

 
 
Mayo Clinic Press 

2020 
A Woman’s War, Too: Women at Work 

During World War II 
Virginia M. Wright-
Peterson 

 
Minnesota Historical 
Society Press 

2019 
Brand Aid: The Revolutionary 

Transformation of the Mayo Clinic Brand John La Forgia 

 
 
Savio Republic 
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Year Title Author(s) 

 
 

Publisher 

2018 The Mayo Clinic: Faith – Hope - Science David Blistein, Ken Burns 

 
 
Florentine Books 

2017 
From Mayo Clinic to Vietnam: 

Memoirs of a Physician Serving in the War James V. Donadio, Jr. 

 
 
James V. Donadio, Jr. 

2017 
The Little Book of Mayo Clinic Values: 

A Field Guide for Your Journey 
Sister Ellen Whelan, Ph.D.,  
Matthew Dacy 

Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 

2016 
Women of Mayo Clinic:  

The Founding Generation 
Virginia M. Wright-
Peterson 

 
Minnesota Historical 
Society Press 

2015 Mrs. Charlie: The Other Mayo Judith Hartzell 

 
 
Mayo Clinic Press 

2015 
Caring for the Heart: 

Mayo Clinic and the Rise of Specialization W. Bruce Fye 

 
 
Oxford University Press 

2015 

Think Big, Start Small, Move Fast:  
A Blueprint for Transformation from 

 the Mayo Clinic Center for Innovation 
Nicholas LaRusso, Barbara 
Spurrier, Gianrico Farrugia 

 
 
 
McGraw Hill  

2014 
The Nurses of Mayo Clinic: 

Caring Healers Arlene Keeling 

 
Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 

2013 

Keeping the Memory Green:  
Mother Alfred Moes and the Sisters of  

Saint Francis, Rochester, Minnesota Ingrid Peterson, OSF 

 
 
Sisters of Saint Francis, 
Rochester 

2012 The Quest for Cortisone Thom Rooke, M.D. 

 
Michigan State 
University Press 

2010 
Let’s Visit Mayo Clinic with Dr. Jack, 

The Helping Dog Matthew Dacy 

Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 

2009 
The Tornado:  

The Storm that Started Mayo Clinic 
Thom Rooke and Julie 
Osborn Rooke 

 
 
RookBooks 

2007 

The Sisters’ Story  
Saint Marys Hospital – Mayo Clinic 

1939 to 1980 Sister Ellen Whelan, Ph.D. 

 
Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 

2006 

Sincere et Constanter 
1906-1970 

The Story of Saint Marys School of Nursing Virginia Simons Wentzel 

 
Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 
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Publisher 

2005 

Hot Lights, Cold Steel:  
Life, Death and Sleepless Nights  

in a Surgeon’s First Years Michael Collins 

 
 
 
St. Martin’s Press 

2004 
I Started All This: 

The Life of Dr. William Worrall Mayo Judith Hartzell 

 
 
Arvi Books, Inc. 

2004 
A Passion for the River:  

Mayo and the Mississippi Matthew D. Dacy (editor) 

Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 

2004 
Pill Hill: 

Growing Up with the Mayo Clinic Helen Masson Copeland 

 
 
Heritage Letterpress 

2002 

The Sisters’ Story 
Saint Marys Hospital – Mayo Clinic 

1889 to 1939 
 
Sister Ellen Whelan, Ph.D. 

 
Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 

2001 
The Mayo Brothers’ Heritage: 

Quotes & Pictures 

Thomas M. Habermann, 
M.D.; Renee E. Ziemer; 
Carolyn Stickney Beck, 
Ph.D. 

 
 
Mayo Clinic Scientific 
Press 

1997 

Perspectives on Mayo:  
Pen and Ink Renderings of the Mayo 

Heritage John W. Desley 

 
Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 

1990 
Odyssey in Faith: 

The Story of Mother Alfred Moes Carlan Kraman, OSF 

 
Sisters of Saint Francis, 
Rochester, Minnesota 

1988 

A Century of Caring, 1889-1989:  
Saint Marys Hospital of Rochester, 

Minnesota  

 
 
 
Saint Marys Hospital 

1984 
Dedicated to Excellence:  

The Rochester Methodist Hospital Story William J. Holmes 

 
 
RMH Foundation 

1968 
Mayo:  

The Story of My Family and My Career Charles W. Mayo 

 
Doubleday & Company, 
Inc. 

1957 
Forty-Four Years with the Mayo Clinic: 

1908-1952 Harry Harwick 

 
 
Whiting Press 

1951 
Aphorisms of Dr. Charles H. Mayo and  

Dr. William J. Mayo 
Collected by Fredrick A. 
Willius 

Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 

1941 The Doctors Mayo Helen Clapesattle 

Mayo Foundation for 
Medical Education and 
Research 
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