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PROGRAM UPDATE
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, School of Health Sciences
Nurse Anesthesia Graduate Programs- MNA and DNAP

This is an exciting year! We have a new official program name (see above) and throughout this
year we are celebrating 125 years of nurse anesthesia education at the Mayo Clinic. We have a wide
variety of events that have been or will be celebrated between October 2014 and October 2015. We
hope you were able to attend the daylong gala celebration of our milestone anniversary in May. A
variety of daytime activities and an evening reception were organized to celebrate this momentous
occasion. The most important of all the year’s events is the graduation of the Class of 2015. This
class again provides evidence of Mayo Clinic’s on-going commitment to educating excellent
CRNAs. The 25 members of the Class of 2015 graduated on March 14 in Phillips Hall with over 400
guests and faculty in attendance. The students provided supervised anesthesia care to hundreds
of patients during their training. Mayo Clinic’s core value, “the needs of the patient come first,”
resonated with all the graduates. They can take pride in what they have contributed to the care
and safety of their patients. I am confident that the commitment instilled into our students, to
provide excellent, safe anesthesia care and case management, will become more engrained in their
professional thoughts and actions as they progress throughout their careers. This commitment'was
imparted into each student by over 260 Rochester CRNAs, Off-Campus instructors, and hundreds
of other didactic and clinical instructors they came in contact with throughout their educational
journey.

Students in the Class of 2015 have continued the tradition of submitting their master research
projects to peer reviewed journals for publication. All students presented their research results
via poster presentations at one or more of the following venues: The 2014 Annual AANA Congress,
the Fall MANA Meeting, and the 40th Annual Mayo Clinic Seminar for Nurse Anesthetists. Oral
presentations by the graduates were provided at the AANA Congress, an especially impressive
venue, along with the important MANA and Mayo meetings.

Last year, Mayo’s Nurse Anesthesia Alumni fund purchased a Blue Phantom Regional Anesthesia
Ultrasound Training Block Model. Within a week of its arrival, it was put to use during our
Regional Workshop. Thank you to the Alumni Association! The program and our students

very much appreciate your contributions, which help to fund important educational tools and
recognitions. The Alumni Awards presented at graduation and the Alumni Poster Awards given
out during the Annual Mayo Seminar for Nurse Anesthetists help to encourage students to reach
for higher professional and research aspirations. With those awards in mind, I would like to

take this opportunity to remind Mayo Alumni who do not work at Mayo Rochester, but plan on
attending the fall conference, that you may be invited to be a poster judge for the Annual Mayo
Seminar (October 14-17, 2015). If asked, please say, “Yes!” It is a great way to give back to our
program and profession.

This year we admitted our first DNAP class (25 students) in mid-July and our last master level
class (23 students) in early September. The 48 new students all have spent some time on campus.
The MNA students continued with the prior on-campus education schedule, while contact

was maintained with the DNAP students via hybrid distance education. Keeping everything
organized in our minds has been a challenge. Fortunately, the two new classes have very different
activities, assignments, and goals in their first year, so the faculty is doing a great job keeping track
of everything. Now that the program’s numbers have increased (we may have as many as 104
students enrolled), the core faculty numbers have expanded (10 faculty = 5.2 FTE). The program
faculty is now made up of the following individuals:
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